
ITEM 8 
 

Report – Hospitality Working Party of the Policy and 
Resources Committee 

 
Applications for Hospitality 

To be presented on Thursday, 9th September 2021 

To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Commons  
of the City of London in Common Council assembled. 

 
(a) Early evening reception to mark the 50th Anniversary of Bangladesh 

Independence and to celebrate the contribution of the Bangladeshi community 
to London 
It is proposed that the City Corporation hosts an early evening reception on 
Thursday, 16 December 2021 to mark the 50th anniversary of Bangladesh 
independence and to celebrate the contribution of the Bangladeshi community to 
London and to the City. 
 
London is home to a large Bangladeshi community, which has made a significant 
contribution to the UK in many areas including commerce, politics, art, culture and 
food.  2021 marks the 50th Anniversary of Bangladesh’s independence, with a 
number of events having already taken place to mark the anniversary and with 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets coordinating a series of further events to 
celebrate the occasion.  It is proposed the City Corporation hosts a reception on 
Tower Bridge to make the 50th Anniversary and to celebrate the contribution of the 
Bangladeshi community.  The event would provide an opportunity to celebrate the 
contribution of the Bangladeshi community to London and the UK and to exemplify 
the City Corporation’s commitment to promoting a diverse and inclusive society. 
 
The event would support Corporate Plan outcomes: to promote and champion 
diversity, inclusion and the removal of institutional barriers and structural inequalities 
(outcome 3a); to bring individuals and communities together to share experiences 
and promote wellbeing, mutual respect and tolerance (outcome 4a); and to promote 
the City, London and the UK as an attractive and accessible place to live, learn, work 
and visit (outcome 8a).  
 
It is recommended that hospitality be granted and that arrangements are made 
under the auspices of the Policy and Resources Committee; the costs to be met 
from City’s Cash within agreed parameters. 
 

(b) Early evening reception to celebrate Diwali 
It is proposed the City Corporation hosts an early evening reception in the Old 
Library on Wednesday 10th November 2021 to celebrate Diwali. 
 
The City Corporation has for a number of years hosted an event to mark Diwali.  Last 
year, owing to COVID-19, a hybrid virtual and in-person event took place that 
included speeches by the Lord Mayor, Chair of Policy and the High Commissioner 
for India.  It is proposed that the City Corporation hosts an early evening reception 
to celebrate Diwali, with the event being organized in collaboration with the 



Innovation and Growth Department.  Following the reception, a small dinner would 
be hosted in the Chief Commoner’s Parlour with a cultural theme while Innovation 
and Growth, together with a business partner, would host a dinner with a Green 
Finance focus as part of the City Corporation’s COP26 related activity.  The event 
would provide an opportunity to demonstrate the City Corporation’s commitment to 
bringing together different communities and celebrating London as a multi-faith city. 
 
The event would support the following Corporate Plan outcomes; to promote and 
champion diversity, inclusion and the removal of institutional barriers and structural 
inequalities (outcome 3a); to provide access to world-class heritage, culture and 
learning to people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds (outcome 3b); and to bring 
individuals and communities together to share experiences and promote wellbeing, 
mutual respect and tolerance. 
 
It is recommended that hospitality be granted and that arrangements are made 
under the auspices of the Hospitality Working Party; the costs to be met from City’s 
Cash within agreed parameters. 
 

(c) International Counter Terrorism and Intelligence Conference Dinner 
It is proposed the City Corporation hosts a dinner for the 2022 International Counter 
Terrorism Conference on Monday 16th May 2022. 
 
Counter Terrorism UK, the Metropolitan Police and City of London Police are hosting 
a conference on counter terrorism in London from 16th to 18th May 2022.  The annual 
conference is organized by the Leadership in Counter Terrorism Association and 
this will be the first time the conference has taken place in the United Kingdom.  It is 
proposed the City Corporation hosts a dinner on the first night of the conference for 
the leading participants.  The Dinner would provide an opportunity to promote the 
City Corporation and City of London Police in being at the forefront of counter 
terrorism initiatives internationally and demonstrate their commitment to support 
global counter terrorism initiatives and sharing best practice among security 
professions. 
 
The event would support the following Corporate Plan outcomes; to prepare our 
response to natural man-made threats (outcome 1a); to tackle terrorism, violent and 
acquisitive crime, fraud, cyber-crime and anti-social behaviour and facilitate justice 
(outcome 1b); and to lead nationally and advise internationally on the fight against 
economic and cyber-crime (outcome 6c). 
 
It is recommended that hospitality be granted and that arrangements are made 
under the auspices of the Police Authority Board; the costs to be met from City’s 
Cash within agreed parameters.  
 

(d) Early evening reception following a seminar on Civil Justice 
It is proposed the City Corporation hosts an early evening reception following a 
seminar to be delivered in partnership with the Bingham Centre and he Magna Carta 
Trust on ‘Build Back Better: Online Civil Justice after the Padnemic’ in the Livery Hall 
on 20th October 2021. 
 
Regulatory confidence founded on the rule of law is a crucial foundation for the 
services provided by the City and generally in maintaining the UK’s reputation as a 



place to do business.  The City Corporation has worked with the Bingham Centre for 
he Rule of Law to promote the UK as being, from the Magna Carta onwards, the 
home of the rule of law.  A seminar is to be held, to be delivered in partnership with 
the Bingham Centre and Magna Carta Trust, which will examine the acceleration of 
legal innovation in online civil justice and consider its future after the pandemic.  It 
is proposed that the City Corporation hosts an early evening reception following the 
seminar and a small dinner in the Chief Commoner’s Parlour, which would provide 
an opportunity to promote the City Corporation’s commitment to the rule of law and 
access to justice. 
 
The event would support the following Corporate Plan outcomes: to champion the 
ease of reliability and cost effectiveness of doing business here (outcome 5a); to 
promote regulatory confidence founded on the rule of law (outcome 6a); to preserve 
and promote the City as the world-leading global centre for financial and professional 
services, commerce and culture (outcome 7c); and to champion and facilitate a world 
leading digital experience (outcome 9a). 
 
It is recommended that hospitality be granted and that arrangements are made 
under the auspices of the Policy and Resources Committee; the costs to be met 
from City’s Cash within agreed parameters. 
 

(e) Report of Urgent Action Taken: Dinner for the Global Investment Summit 2021 
at Guildhall on Monday 18th October 2021 
In accordance with Standing Order No.19 urgent authority was sought for the City 
Corporation to host a dinner preceding the Global Investment Summit 2021. 
 
The UK Government is hosting a Global Investment Summit in October 2021.  Hosted 
by the Prime Minister and supported by Members of the Royal Family, the summit is 
intended to galvanize foreign investment in the UK’s Green industries ahead of 
COP26 in November.  The one-day meeting is expected to attract senior level 
representation from the world’s leading businesses and investors.  It will showcase 
the UK’s clean technologies and innovative companies, helping to drive forward the 
Prime Minister’s 10-point plan for a green recovery. 
 
The City Corporation received a proposal to host a dinner preceding the Summit. 
This would provide an opportunity to demonstrate the City Corporation’s leading role 
in promoting inward green investment to London and the UK, and promote the 
ongoing activity surrounding the build up to COP26.  It will also provide a platform 
to strengthen the City Corporation’s regional programme as the Summit will aim to 
drive investment to all parts of the UK in line with the recently announced Trade and 
Investment Hubs. 
 
An urgent decision was obtained to allow arrangements to be progressed 
immediately in order to ensure invitations were sent out with as much notice as 
possible to secure the required high-level attendance. 
 
 

All of which we submit to the judgement of this Honourable Court. 
 
DATED this of 19th day of July 2021. 
 



SIGNED on behalf of the Working Party. 
 

Deputy Brian Desmond Francis Mooney 
Chief Commoner and Chairman, Hospitality Working Party 


